On the morrow of their victory at the polls, the
Congress had determined to strengthen their position
(a) by forcing the pace of constitutional advance in the
States; and (b) by absorbing minority parties especially
the Muslim League in the Congress organisation.
The first charge is (a) that the Congress in 1937
decided to force the pace of constitutional reforms;
and (b) that it was so decided in order to strengthen
its position.
This charge carries the fallacies of suppressio veri
and suggestio falsi. For political purposes Britishers
may divide India as Indian India and British India;
biit the social and economic life of India is one and
indivisible. The people of India are one, though some
reside in British districts and others in Indian States,
The languages, the social and religious life, and pat-
riotism know no such distinction. For many years be-
fore 1937, the Congress as the highest organised ex-
pression of Indian Nationalism had evoked the loyalty
and support of the people of'Indian States.
The governance of many of the Indian States was
crude, inefficient, corrupt, largely influenced by palace
intrigues. People from the States naturally turned
to Congress leaders for guidance. As the leaders of
Nation they cannot but sympathise with the people
of the States in their desire to alleviate their plight.
But ithe Congress as a body resisted all attempts at in-
terference. In 1934 December, Dr. Rajen Babu the
then President, at the A.-I.C.C. meeting held at Mad-
ras threatened to resign if the A.-I.C.C. voted in favour
of interference.
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